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Bout 100 million years ago, a gréup of large
repliles called crocodilia roamad the Earth.
They still ¢o, bul we know them as crocodiles and
alfigators. Sixty-five million years age, the world
changed. Many scienlists believe thal a massiva
asteroid crashed into the Earth, Black clouds blocked
the sun and for a bong lime, i was very dark and cold.
Thin poisonous gases entenod the atmesphors. Aftar
that, the world became extramely hot. During that
time, the emvironmental conditions killed maost
dinosaurs. Sevenly percent of all olher plants and
anirnals died, 100 = but not the crocodilia! Scientists | \_{'
have found fossils of many species of prehistorie
crocodilia. Some of them are S
not that differem from f | . 1
¥ modern ones. So how y -
did this animal . 4

manags to survive during those ¥

temnble days?
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Crocodiles, alligators, and their refatives
&g increditly resiient. They can sunvive
atmoast amything. The prehistonc crocodles
adapted to the dark and cobd condilions
and managed 1o sunvive,

Today, they live in many parls of the world.
There are crocodiles in the Lnited States,
Central and Soulh America, Arica,
Australia, and parts of Asia. Europe and
Antarclica are the only crocodile-free
continents. Threa of the largest members
of crocodilia are the Australian saltwater
crocadile, the gharial, and the American
ligator, i
alligato .\'_ ”‘-."“":"--\.




hen the Spaniards arrived in the place we

now know as Florida in the 15005 and
1600%, there were swamps everywhere. A
fearsome reptile with sharp teeth lived in the
swamps. It ripped animals apart and swallowed
them whole. Rough, biack, armor-like scales
covered its body. Its tail was so strong that it
could knock a man over effortlessly! They called
it“el lagarto de Indias” — the lizard of the Indies.
Native Americans had encountered this animal
frequently, but it was completely new to the
Spaniards. Measuring about 20 feet long, this
“lizard" was probably the biggest animal the
explorers had ever seen. Az English seftlers
arrived, they took the Spanish words “el legarto’;
blended them into ‘al-ligarte’ — and eventually,

‘alligator’!
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Crocodiliang, ingfuding

the alligator, have three
eyellds. Twaare lIke
human eyelids. The
third one |5 a clear, thin

membrane. it covers the

eye when the animal

4 goes underwaler so it

|~ . 5 £an see.



