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Countable/Uncountable Nouns – Singular/Plural Nouns

•	 Countable nouns	are	nouns	that	we can count.	They	have	both	singular	and	plural	forms.	We	use	a/an	with	
singular countable nouns.	a burger, an apple

•	 Uncountable nouns	are	nouns	that	we cannot count.	some meat	(NOT:	one meat, two meats,	etc.)	They	usually	
have	only	singular	forms.	These	include:	
food:	pasta, yoghurt, bread, paprika, parsley,	etc	
liquids:	juice, soda water, soya sauce, milk,	etc	
materials:	cotton, steel, copper, wool,	etc	
sports:	football, baseball,	etc	
subjects:	 Art, Information & Communications Technology (ICT),	etc	
languages:	Danish, Portuguese,	etc	
abstract nouns:	knowledge, hope, power,	etc	
other:	baggage, evidence, housework, rubbish, accommodation,	etc

•	 We	use	some	in	the	affirmative	with	either	plural countable nouns or	uncountable nouns.	
I bought some strawberries. They had some coffee.  
Note:	We	can	use	a,	an,	one,	two, etc	with	nouns	such	as	coffee,	tea, etc	when	we	order	them.		
We’ll have two teas, please.

We	use	singular verb forms	with:
•	 uncountable	nouns:	butter,	cheese,	honey,	air,	gold,	wood,	etc.	There isn’t any flour to bake a cake.
•	 school/college/university	subjects:	English,	Music,	Physics,	etc.	Physics is my favourite subject.
•	 amounts	of	money,	distance,	weight:	£180 is too much. Two kilometres is not far. Is a kilo of flour enough?
•	 games	&	sports:	cricket,	archery,	charades,	etc.	Cricket is popular in the UK.
•	 diseases:	measles,	chickenpox,	mumps,	flu,	etc.	Measles is a contagious disease.
•	 some	other	nouns:	news,	advice,	equipment,	information,	money,	furniture,	hair,	homework,	rubbish,	jewellery,	

luggage,	etc.	My luggage is in the hall.

We	use	plural verb forms	with:
•	 objects	consisting	of	two	parts:	items of clothing	(trousers,	shorts,	jeans,	etc),	tools & instruments	(scissors,	pliers,	

tweezers,	binoculars,	etc.)	Where are my trousers?
•	 group	nouns:	family,	committee,	crew,	team,	staff,	government,	jury,	etc	when	we	mean	the	individuals	that	
make	up	the	group.	The staff work different shifts.	(We	mean	the	individual	members	of	the	staff.)	However,	we	use	a	
singular	verb	form	when	we	refer	to	them	as	a	unit.	The staff is waiting for orders.	(We	refer	to	the	staff	as	a	unit.)

•	 nouns	such	as:	cattle,	clothes,	congratulations,	earnings,	outskirts,	people,	police,	premises,	stairs,	wages,	etc.	
The police are on their way here.

1 Choose the correct item.

1 What are/is the news from Peter? Did he get the job he 
applied for?

2 The pasta you made for the event was/were really 
tasty, Kathy!

3 The jury aren’t/isn’t ready to give the verdict yet.

4 Economics are/is a very popular subject to study these 
days.

5 These antique earrings are/is made of diamonds and 
pearls.

6 The stairs is/are cleaned once a week by Ms Jones.

7 The police is/are investigating the bank robbery.

8 Is/Are darts an Olympic sport?

9 Where is/are my binoculars?

10 The committee is/are having a meeting on Wednesday 
night.

11 My pyjamas have/has white and purple stripes.

12 £70,000 is/are enough to buy a house in this area.

13 The farmer’s cattle were/was grazing on the hill.

14 The furniture in our house is/are very old.

15 Gymnastics are/is Mark’s favourite sport.
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2 Correct the mistakes, as in the example. 

1 German, like Mandarin, are is a difficult language to 
learn.

2 After you land, you collect your luggages from the 
conveyor belt.

3 My rock climbing equipment are in Karl’s car.

4 I think £30 are too much money to pay for such a short 
train journey.

5 Could you please give me some more informations 
about the project?

6 The ship’s crew is all skilled sailors with many years of 
experience at sea.

7 I had a beef with steamed vegetables for lunch.

8 My scissors is broken; I can’t cut anything!

9 Charades are an enjoyable game to play at a dinner 
party.

10 Chickenpox were very dangerous in the past.

11 The staff at that company is all very well trained.

12 The rubbish smell so bad! Please take it with you when 
you go out!

13 Physics were my favourite subject at school! I loved 
learning about how the universe works.

14 Kyle has passed his driving test. Congratulations is in 
order!

15 My professor always says that knowledge are power.

16 What have you done to your hair? It look wonderful!

3 Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verb 
in brackets, as in the example. 

1 The box is (be) too heavy to lift on my own. 

2 Every government ...................... (have) a duty to look 
after citizens. 

3 Lots of exquisite jewellery ...................... (make) in 
ancient Rome.

4 Basketball ...................... (require) a lot of physical 
stamina. 

5 The rubbish ...................... (collect) at the moment. 

6 My father’s financial advice ...................... (be) always 
valuable. 

7 Silk ...................... (bring) to Europe from China.

8 The flu still ...................... (kill) many people in some 
parts of the world. 

9 Our family ...................... (make up) of my parents, my 
grandparents, my brother and me. 

10 My jeans ...................... (be) worn out; I need to buy a 
new pair.

4 Fill in the gaps with a, an, some or –, as in the 
example.

1 a I drank a litre of water after my run today. I was so 
thirsty!

b I drank some/– water after my run today because I 
was thirsty.

2 a It was such ............. heavy luggage that I couldn’t 
carry it alone.

b It was such ............. heavy suitcase that I couldn’t 
carry it alone.

3 a Tom bought a pair of shoes, two shirts and ............. 
trousers.

b Tom bought a pair of shoes, two shirts and ............. 
pair of trousers.

4 a The orchestra is playing ............. nice music at the 
moment.

b The orchestra is playing ............. nice song at the 
moment.

5 a I would like a can of soda, a bottle of water and 
............. glass of lemonade. 

b I would like a can of soda, a bottle of water and 
............. lemonade.

6 a We’ve got most of the tools that we need but we’re 
missing ............. pliers.

b We’ve got most of the tools that we need but we’re 
missing ............. pair of pliers. 

5 Find and correct the mistakes. Some sentences 
are correct. 

1 All the information you need are found in the booklet. 
........................

2 My grandfather always used to say that money make 
the world go round. ........................

3 Maths, Music, Biology and Geography is the subjects 
she is good at. ........................

4 Paprika are the main spice used in Hungarian cuisine. 
........................

5 Copper is very expensive, and there is a black market 
for it in many places. ........................

6 The coach had a faith in the player’s ability and believed 
she could win.  ........................

7 Portuguese are a very musical language with a lovely 
rhythm.  ........................

8 Don’t touch the gym equipment with dirty hands; other 
people use them, too! ........................

9 What are the symptoms of mumps in babies? 
........................
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Quantifiers & Partitives

Quantifiers
•	 We	use	a/an	with	singular	countable	nouns	when	we	
mention	something	for	the	first	time.		
He has opened a café. The café is called ‘Options’.

•	 We	use	a	before	singular	countable	nouns	which	
begin	with	a	consonant	sound.	(a table, a spoon)	We	
use	an	before	singular	countable	nouns	which	begin	
with	a	vowel	sound.	(an apple, an hour)

•	 We	don’t	use	a/an	with	uncountable	or	plural	
countable	nouns.	In	these	cases,	we	use	some	in	
affirmative	sentences.	There is some milk in the 
fridge. I bought some eggs.

•	 We	use	any	in	interrogative	and	negative	sentences	
with	uncountable	and	plural	countable	nouns.	
Is there any milk left? There aren’t any sweets. 

•	 We	use	hardly any	in	affirmative	sentences	with	
uncountable	and	plural	countable	nouns.	
There is hardly any birthday cake left. There were 
hardly any people at the park today.

•	 We	use	no	instead	of	not any	in	negative	sentences	
with	uncountable	and	plural	countable	nouns.	
There is no water.	(=	There	isn’t	any	water.)	There are 
no bananas. (=	There	aren’t	any	bananas.)

•	 Much	and	many	are	usually	used	in	negative	or	
interrogative	sentences.	Much	is	used	with	
uncountable	nouns	and	many	is	used	with	plural	
countable	nouns.	
There isn’t much honey. Is there much honey left? 
There aren’t many apples. 
Are there many apples in the fridge?	

•	 Too much	is	used	with	uncountable	nouns	and	too 
many	is	used	with	plural	countable	nouns	to	show	
that	there	is	more	than	the	required	quantity	of	
something.	
There is too much salt in this soup. 
There are too many onions in the pie. 

•	 How much/many	is	used	in	interrogative	sentences.	
How much sugar do we want? How many napkins 
do we need? 

•	 Enough	is	used	with	uncountable	and	plural	
countable	nouns	in	the	affirmative,	negative	and	
interrogative	to	show	that	there	is	as	much	of	
something	as	required.	
We’ve got enough cupcakes for everyone. 
We haven’t got enough milk to make a cake. 
Have you got enough juice?	

•	 A couple of/Dozens of/Hundreds of,	etc	are	used	
with	plural	countable	nouns.	They	are	normally	used	in	
affirmative	sentences.	The	of	is	omitted	when	
a couple/hundred,	dozens, etc	are	not	followed	by	
a noun.	We’ve got a couple of cucumbers. 
How many peaches have we got? A couple.

•	 A bit of	is	used	with	uncountable	nouns.	It	is	normally	
used	in	affirmative	or	interrogative	sentences.	The	of	
is	omitted	when	a bit	is	not	followed	by	a	noun.	
We’ve got a bit of olive oil. 
Have we got a bit of cream? We’ve got a bit. 

•	 A lot of/Lots of/Plenty of	are	used	with	uncountable	
and	plural	countable	nouns.	They	are	normally	used	in	
affirmative	sentences.	The	of	is	omitted	when	a lot/
lots/plenty	are	not	followed	by	a	noun.	
We’ve got a lot of/lots of bread. 
There are plenty of strawberries. We’ve got lots.

•	 A few	means	not	many,	but	enough.	It	is	used	with	
plural	countable	nouns.	
I have a few apples. I can make a pie. 

•	 A little	means	not	much,	but	enough.	It	is	used	with	
uncountable	nouns.	
I have a little rice. It’s just enough to feed two people.		
Note:	few/little	mean	hardly	any/not	enough	and	can	
be	used	with	very	for	emphasis.	
Few people in his family like meat. 
There’s very little milk in the fridge. I’ll have to buy 
some. 

•	 A great/good deal of and	a small/large amount of 
are	used	with	uncountable	nouns.	
We have a great deal of time to finish the project. 
You don’t need a large amount of money to buy 
a second-hand motorcycle. 

•	 Several (of)	(=	more	than	three	but	not	many)	and	a 
(good/large/great) number of	are	used	with	plural	
countable	nouns.	I haven’t eaten pasta for several 
weeks. Several of the eggs are broken.	A great 
number of children were playing in the park yesterday.

•	 A small/large quantity of	is	used	with	uncountable	
and	plural	countable	nouns.	I need a small quantity 
of sugar to make some chocolate biscuits. My mother 
loves reading and has a large quantity of books.

•	 Both	(=	two)	and	all	(=	the	whole	quantity)	are	used	
with	uncountable	and	plural	countable	nouns.	
Both pizza and burgers are junk food. 
She ate all the chocolates. 

Partitives
We	cannot	use	a/an	or	a	number	before	an	uncountable	
noun.	If	we	want	to	say	how	much	of	something	there	is,	
we	use	a	phrase	of	quantity,	called	a	partitive,	followed	
by	of.	Partitives	can	be	used	with	uncountable nouns	
or	plural countable nouns.	a cup of cocoa, a carton of 
juice, a tin of tuna, a bag of sugar, a bottle of lemonade, 
a can of soda water, a packet of crisps, a glass of milk, 
a slice of cheese, a bowl of soup, a jar of honey, a tube 
of glue, a pot of tea, a box of cereal, a bar of soap, 
a loaf of bread
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6 Choose the correct item.

1 I’d love to go out tonight! Give me a little/a few 
minutes and I’ll be ready. 

2 Hundreds of/A Couple of people gathered for the 
festival – it was packed. 

3 Mark is still at work. He hasn’t got a lot/much time off 
these days. 

4 There is very little/few chance that the team will win 
the championship. 

5 They didn’t have much/a lot success with their 
project. 

6 You look really sleepy. You should get lot/plenty of 
sleep tonight. 

7 There are a lot of/much reasons to live in the 
countryside. 

8 Do you have many/enough money to pay for the 
meal? 

9 There weren’t much/many people at the cinema last 
night. 

10 Is there any/no food left in the fridge? 

11 At the weekend, I usually clean the house and see 
a few/few friends.

7 Fill in: enough, several, no, both, any, few, little, all.

1 A: Have you met Ben and Mary?

B: Yes, .................. of them are in my English class.

2 A: There were about 30 guests at the party but a 
..................  of them left quite early.

B: Really? That doesn’t sound like a very exciting 
party!

3 A: Have you seen my black jeans?

B: I put .................. your clean clothes in your 
wardrobe.

4 A: Let’s have some coffee.

B: We don’t have .................. time. Our train leaves in 
15 minutes.

5 A: There’s very .................. excitement in her new 
book.

B: I know. It’s not as exciting as her first one.

6 A: Are there .................. crisps left?

B: Yes. Look in the kitchen cupboard.

7 A: Are you going to the supermarket? I need 
.................. things.

B: Sure, write a list of what you want.

8 A: Are you catching the bus home?

B: There are .................. buses running at this hour. I’ll 
take a taxi.

8 Fill in the gaps with an appropriate noun to 
indicate quantity, as in the example. More than 
one answer may be possible.

1 a cup/packet/pot of tea

2 a ................... of water

3 a ................... of meat

4 a ................... of sugar

5 a ................... of honey

6 a ................... of bread

7 a ................ of milk

8 a ................ of cheese

9 a ................ of coffee

10 a ................ of rice

11 a ................ of chocolate

12 a ................ of soda

9 Fill in the gaps with: 

• a few  • a large number of  • any  • plenty  
• thousands of  • enough  • much  • some   
• little  • a good amount of

1 How much time does it take to fly from New York to 
Vancouver? 

2 We need eggs. There aren’t ............... left in the fridge.

3 Mina has ............... good friends. She’s such a sociable 
person! 

4 There isn’t ............... light in this room; let’s open the 
curtains.

5 Hurry up! There’s very ............... time left before the 
show starts. 

6 I want to bake ............... biscuits this afternoon.

7 Luke is only ................ points away from winning first 
place! 

8 Don’t worry, we’ve got ............... of time until the bus 
arrives. At least 25 minutes.

9 ............... years ago, this area was covered in trees. 

10 You need ............... exercise and a good diet to stay fit. 

10 Cross out the expressions which cannot be 
used with the nouns, as in the example.

1 We have invited much, a great number of, a lot of, 
any, a great deal of people to our wedding.

2 We need plenty of, several, a little, a couple of, 
a small amount of sugar to make this cake.

3 There was hardly any, plenty of, several, a few, 
a couple of food in the fridge.

4 A large number of, Very little, Some, Both, A good 
deal of students attended last night’s meeting.

5 He always adds a large amount of, a great number 
of, lots of, a couple of, too much salt to his food.

6 They earn few, several, a great deal of, a great 
number of, very little money.

7 We have a little, much, plenty of, some, a large 
quantity of apples. We can make a pie.
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12 Fill in the gaps with some, any, no or one  
of their compounds, as in the example.

1 A: Could you lend me some cash? I’ve only got my 
card.

B: I’m sorry, I can’t. I don’t have  .......................  either.

2 A: Did ............................... call while I was at the gym?

B: No.  ..........................................................  called you.

3 A: I need to talk to you about  ....................................  .

B: Alright, as long as it hasn’t got  ............................  to 
do with work.

4 A: Are there  .................................................  eggs left?

B: No, I need to buy  ....................................................  .

5 A: I think there’s  ............................... wrong with Mary.

B: Unfortunately,  .....................................  stole her car  
last night.

6 A: Can  ......................................................... sign up for  
the school baseball team?

B: Well,  ....................................................... with health 
problems should participate.

7 A: I can’t find my keys  ................................................  .

B: I’m sure they’re  .................................... in your bag.

Some/Any/No/Every & compounds

•	 Some,	any	and	no	are	used	with	uncountable	nouns	and	plural	countable	nouns.

Affirmative Interrogative Negative

Countable/Uncountable some any no/not	any

People someone/somebody anyone/anybody no	one/not	anyone
nobody/not	anybody

Things something anything nothing/not	anything

Places somewhere anywhere nowhere/not	anywhere

•	 Some	and	its	compounds	are	used	in	interrogative	sentences	when	we	make	an	offer	or	a	request.	
Would you like some juice?	(offer)	Can somebody help me with these dishes?	(request)

•	 When	any	and	its	compounds	are	used	in	affirmative	sentences,	there	is	a	difference	in	meaning.	Study	the	following	
examples:	
a)	 You can go any time you want to.	(It	doesn’t	matter	when.)	
b)	Anyone/Anybody can do it.	(It	doesn’t	matter	who.)	
c)	 You can drink anything you want for just £5.	(It	doesn’t	matter	what.)
d)	We can have the event anywhere we want. (It	doesn’t	matter	where.)

•	 Every	is	used	with	singular	countable	nouns.	Every person needs to eat lots of fruit and vegetables.
•	 The	pronouns	everyone/everybody, everything	and	the	adverb	everywhere	are	used	in	affirmative,	interrogative	
and	negative	sentences,	and	are	followed	by	a	singular	verb.	Everything was well-organised. Everyone is here.

11 Choose the correct item.

1 They haven’t told us anything/something about the 
results yet. 

2 Does nobody/anybody know what the capital of 
Mozambique is? 

3 It’s important to start any/every day with a healthy 
breakfast. 

4 I want to go anywhere/somewhere nice in the 
countryside this weekend.  

5 Everything/Nothing is more important than spending 
time with the people you love.  

6 Could you buy some/any fruit from the market, 
please? 

7 There is no/some time to lose; we must act now. 

8 Everybody/Somebody is responsible for looking after 
the environment.

9 Would you like nothing/something from the 
supermarket?

10 Someone/Anyone can take part in the singing 
competition.
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13 Correct the mistakes in the sentences,  
as in the example.

1 There isn’t no coffee in the cupboard.  any

2 Claudia is really friendly. She knows  
anyone in her neighbourhood!  .............................

3 The man at the desk gave us  
any information at all!  .............................

4 Jill’s bought nothing she needs  
for her daughter’s party.  .............................

5 There isn’t everything left to do.  .............................

6 He said he had to go anywhere  
after work.  .............................

7 Somebody could make that piece  
of art;  it’s so easy!   .............................

8 Is there some time that is good for  
me to call?  .............................

9 I can’t find a good restaurant  
somewhere in this town.   .............................

a/an/the/–

•	 We	use	a/an	with	singular	countable	nouns	when	we	
mention	something	for	the	first	time.	
He is eating an ice cream. The ice cream is delicious.

•	 We	use	a	before	singular	countable	nouns	which	
begin	with	a	consonant	sound	(a cucumber, a pie).	We	
use	an	before	singular	countable	nouns	which	begin	
with	a	vowel	sound	(an egg, an apple).

•	 We	don’t	use	a/an	with	uncountable	or	plural	nouns.	
In	these	cases	we	use	some	in	affirmative	sentences.	
There is some milk in the carton. I’ve bought some 
spoons.

We	use	the:
•	 with	nouns when we are talking about something 

specific,	that	is,	when	the	noun	is	mentioned	for	a	
second	time	or	is	already	known.	He bought a mixer 
yesterday. The mixer is expensive.

•	 with	nouns	which	are	unique	(the equator, the sun, etc).
•	 before	the	names	of	rivers	(the Thames),	seas	(the Baltic 

Sea),	oceans	(the Pacific Ocean),	mountain ranges	(the 
Himalayas),	deserts	(the Sahara),	groups of islands	
(the Maldives),	countries	when	they	include	words	
such	as	‘state’,		‘kingdom’,	etc	(the United States of 
America)	and	nouns	with	of	(the Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon).

•	 before	the	names	of	musical instruments	(the guitar, 
the piano, etc).

•	 before	the	names	of	hotels	(the Oscar Hotel),	
theatres/cinemas	(the Onyx),	ships	(the Queen 
Mary),	organisations	(the EU),	newspapers	(the Daily 
News)	and	museums	(the Louvre).	

•	 before	nationalities	(the Italians)	and	families	
(the Smiths).

•	 with	historical periods/events	(the Renaissance, 
the First World War BUT World War I).

•	 before	titles when the person’s name is not 
mentioned	(the King, the Emir).

•	 before	the	words	morning,	afternoon	and	evening.	
He usually goes to the gym in the afternoon.

•	 with	only,	last,	first used	as	adjectives.	
She was the last person to arrive.

•	 with	adjectives	in	the	superlative	form.	
It’s the most delicious cake I’ve ever tasted.

We	don’t	use	the:
•	 with	plural nouns when we talk about them in 

general.	Strawberries are red.
•	 before	proper names.	This is Jim. He comes from the USA.
•	 before	the	names	of	countries	(Spain),	cities/towns	

(Bath),	streets	(Apple Street),	parks	(Hyde Park),	
squares	(Leicester Square),	stations	(Paddington 
Station),	mountains	(Everest),	islands	(Malta),	lakes	
(Geneva)	and	continents	(Europe).

•	 with two-word names	when	the	first	is	the	name	of	
a	person	or	place.	JFK Airport

•	 before	the	names	of	meals	(brunch, dinner, etc)	and	
games/sports	(football, hockey, etc).	
Ice hockey is a difficult sport.

•	 with	the	words	this/that/these/those.	
This apron is Ann’s.

•	 with	possessive adjectives	or	the	possessive case.	
That isn’t my dish. It’s Bob’s.

•	 before means of transport	(by	bus/train,	etc).	
Are you travelling to London by bus?

•	 before titles when the person’s name is mentioned.	
Queen Anna, Prince Philip BUT the Queen, the Prince

•	 with	the	words	school,	church,	bed,	hospital,	prison	
or	home	when	we	refer	to	the	purpose	for	which	they	
exist.	Bill had an accident and was taken to hospital.	
(Bill	was	a	patient.)	BUT	Bill’s wife visited him in the 
hospital to see how he was doing.	(Bill’s	wife	visited	him	
in	the	hospital	as	a	visitor,	not	a	patient.)

•	 with	languages.	I speak French.	BUT	The French 
language is difficult to learn.

NOTE:	We	use	the + adjective	to	refer	to	a	group	of	
people,	usually	with	the	following	adjectives:	poor,	rich,	
sick,	old,	dead,	blind,	young,	elderly,	etc.	
We should respect the elderly.
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14 Choose the correct item.

1 The Second World War/Second World War began 
in 1939.

2 Mont Blanc/The Mont Blanc is the highest peak in  
the Alps.

3 The shop said that they would deliver the furniture 
some time in afternoon/the afternoon.

4 All my children play the musical instruments/ 
musical instruments.

5 The weather/Weather in London will be windy and 
cloudy.

6 New Year celebrations are held in the Times Square/
Times Square.

7 Many people in the US/US speak the Spanish/
Spanish.

8 We saw lots of kangaroos when we were in Australia/ 
the Australia.

9 If you can’t afford to fly to Paris, why don’t you go by 
train/the train?

10 Our plane arrives at Glasgow Airport/the Glasgow 
Airport at five o’clock. 

11 Are the Rockies/Rockies in the Canada/Canada?

12 My father will pick me up after the school/school.

15 Fill in a, an, the or –.

1 A: How much do these potatoes cost?

B: They cost 40p ............... kilo.

2 A: ............... Miss Smith is waiting for you, sir.

B: Thank you. I’ll see her now.

3 A: Who opened the new museum?

B: ............... Prime Minister, I think.

4 A: Where did you go last summer?

B: We went to ............... Canary Islands.

5 A: What did you buy today?

B: Some shoes and ............... new dress.

6 A: Where did you stay last night?

B: At ............... Crowthorne Hotel. It was lovely.

7 A: Is that your ............... bag?

B: No. I think it’s Paula’s.

8 A: How fast does this car travel?

B: It can go at 300 km ............... hour!

9 A: Can you play any musical instruments?

B: Yes, I can play ............... piano.

10 A: How do you travel to college?

B: Oh, I usually go by ............... bus.

16 Fill in a, an, the or –, as in the example.

17 Fill in a, an, the or –.

1 A: Excuse me, where’s ........ post office?

B: It’s on ........ Bond Street, next to the library. 

2 A: Which is ........ longest river in the world?

B: It’s ........ Nile, isn’t it?

3 A: What did you find in ........ attic?

B: ........ old clock and lots of books.

4 A: Shall we go out for ........ dinner tonight?

B: That’s ........ great idea! 

5 A: Where is ........ Linda?

B: She’s gone to ....... hospital to visit her grandmother.

6 A: Is ........ Italian difficult to learn?

B: No. I think ........ French language is more difficult. 

7 A: Can I borrow ........ your dictionary?

B: Sure. It’s in ........ bottom drawer. 

8 A: Why don’t we call ........ doctor?

B: Don’t worry, I’ll be alright in ........ few minutes. 

9 A: Have you ever been to ........ Santorini?

B: Yes, it’s ........ amazing Greek island!

1) – Pasta Supremo  is 
my favourite Italian 
restaurant in town. I 
have been going there 
once 2) .............. week 
for 3)  .............. last 
ten years. 4) .............. 
food is superb and 
5)  .............. service is 
excellent. Owned by 
6) ......... Selluccis who 
are from 7)  .............. 
Sicily, 8)  .............. 
restaurant is one of 9)  .............. most popular spots in 
10)  .............. city. Mario, 11)  .............. eldest of 
12)  ........... four 13)  ........... Sellucci brothers, is 
14) ........... very friendly man who greets his customers 
with 15) ........... strong 16) ........... Italian accent. His 
mother, 17)  ........... Sophia, makes 18)  ........... pasta 
with her own hands and cooks 19) ........... wide variety 
of delicious sauces. When I go there, I always order 
fettuccini served with 20) ........... amazing pesto sauce. 
Eating at 21)  ........... this restaurant is 22)  ........... 
enjoyable experience, not only for 23)  ........... mouth-
watering dishes, but also for 24)  ........... hospitality of 
25) ........... its owners.
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20 Complete each sentence with two to five 
words, including the word in bold.

1 There are only a few employees who know the 
password to this computer.  MANY 
There  ........................................................................  who 
know the password to this computer.

2 She has little knowledge of foreign affairs.  MUCH 
She  ...................................................................................   
knowledge of foreign affairs.

3 There aren’t many things to do in the evenings.  MUCH 
There  ................................................................................   
in the evenings.

4 There isn’t any coffee left in the pot.  NO 
There  ................................................................................   
left in the pot.

5 Nobody understands his new theory.  ANYBODY 
There  ................................................................................   
understands his new theory.

6 You can invite whoever you want to the party.  
ANYONE 
You can invite  ..................................................................   
to the party.

7 There aren’t many things to see in this area.  LITTLE 
There  ................................................................................   
in this area.

19 Choose the correct item.

1 There’s ..... milk in the fridge and some eggs. Let’s make 
an omelette. 

 A many B a little C a few

2 This recipe doesn’t use ..... butter. 

 A some B any C no

3 Your baggage ..... at the airport. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. 

 A has arrived B have arrived C is arrived

4 How much does a ..... of lemonade cost? 

 A bit B lot C bottle

5 Mumps ..... highly contagious.

 A have been B is C are

6 I’d like to eat ..... light for lunch, like a fresh salad. 

 A something B anything C everything 

7 The school hasn’t got ..... science laboratories, only two. 

 A any B some C many

8 Could I ask you for ..... help on Friday? I need a hand in 
the garden. 

 A a bit B a little C a few

18 Read the extracts from students’ essays and 
choose the correct item, as in the example.

It is true that 1) a lot of/lot of people nowadays 
choose to study abroad instead of in their own 
country. This has 2) any/some definite benefits, 
but can also bring difficulties. For example, 
3) a/– money can be a big issue. It is difficult to 
find 4) –/a affordable accommodation and if 
you do, the furniture 5) are/is usually old! 
6) The/An average rent in some parts of 7) –/
the UK, for example, can be more than a 
8) little/few hundred pounds!

A

Advice on eating healthily is                     
1) everywhere/ anywhere these days. 
Yet, research 2) show/shows that 3) too 
much/too many people have very bad 
diets. A recent report by 4) the/a United 
Nations Food Agency highlights that 
governments are not doing 5) much/many 
things to encourage people to change 
their habits. 6) Everything/Something is 
clearly not right! 

B

In the 21st century, we definitely travel a 
lot. From the high peaks of 1) the/– 
Himalayas to the forests of 2) –/the Amazon, 
there isn’t a place left untouched. Apart 
from the depths of 3) the/an ocean, humans 
have almost been 4) everywhere/anywhere 
on the face of 5) the/– planet Earth. Can 
there be such a thing as 6) too much/too 
many travelling? According to 7) a lot/some 
scientists, yes there can.

These days, 1) the/– technology is everywhere. In 
2) –/the daily life, at 3) the/– work, even at 4) –/
the weekends, we are always ‘plugged in’. Is this 
5) a/– good thing? 6) Some/All people think so, 
but 7) many/much others disagree. They say that 
people nowadays spend 8) too little/too few time 
communicating face-to-face and interacting with 
9) the/– nature and 10) –/the world around them. 
Also, 11) too much/too many people rely on 
technology for 12) information/informations and 
news and have forgotten how to use simple 
13) equipments/equipment.

C

D
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Revision (Units 4-6)B

1 Rewrite the sentences in the passive voice.

1 A lorry has caused the multiple vehicle crash. 
The multiple vehicle crash  .........................................  
....................................................................................  . 

2 They will set off the first fireworks at midnight. 
The first fireworks  .......................................................  
....................................................................................  . 

3 They say that we should reduce our food waste. 
It  ................................................................................  . 

4 He didn’t want the chef to overcook his steak. 
He didn’t want his steak .............................................  
....................................................................................  . 

5 People say that thirteen is an unlucky number. 
Thirteen ...................................................................... . 

6 Jerry is designing the carnival floats. 
The carnival floats  ......................................................  
....................................................................................  .

7 I could smell them cooking the turkey.  
I could smell the turkey  ............................................  . 

8 Mike could win first prize in the cooking contest.  
First prize in the cooking contest could  ....................  
....................................................................................  .

2 Use the words in bold to complete the sentences 
in the causative.

1 The university  .............................................................   
................................................ (have/a professional 
photographer/take) photos at the graduation 
ceremony last week.

2 We  .................................................................................   
(have/traditional costumes/make) for the parade 
next month.

3 The organisers  ............................................................  
................................. (make/competitors/turn up) 
an hour before the event yesterday.

4 I  ....................................................................................   
(have/wallet/steal) while I was leaving the concert.

5 They  .............................................................................   
(have/their house/paint) when the storm arrived.

6 The holidaymakers  .....................................................   
........................................... (have/breakfast/make) 
for them every morning at the hotel.

7 They want to  ...............................................................  
(have/the guide/show) them through the busy 
city streets. 

8 Jenny  ...........................................................................   
(get/20 people/buy) tickets to the play so far.

3 Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense.

1 If Lucy turns down the job, I  .......................................  
...............................................................  (apply) for it.

2 How many people  ......................................................  
.................................................... (come) to the event  
if Madonna had played?

3 Unless you fasten your seatbelt, you  ........................   
................................................ (get) a fine.

4 When coffee  ...............................................................  
.....................................  (be) too bitter, I can’t drink it. 

5 If you hadn’t fried the chips in so much oil, I  ............  
.........................................  (be) able to eat them now.

6 If Charlie  ......................................................................   
(not/pass) his driving test, he would have been so 
disappointed.

7 If this chilli were hotter, I  ............................................  
............................................................. (not/finish) it.

8 If you  ...........................................................................   
(not/keep) cleaning products out of children’s 
reach, there may be an accident.

9 You’d be healthier if you  ............................................  
............................................. (eat) more fruit.

10 If you had been more careful, you  .............................  
......................................  (lose) your phone last night.

4 Choose the correct tense.

1 I wish you would/will use brown rice, not white. 

2 I’d cook with less oil if I were/had been you. 

3 If only the storm last night didn’t/hadn’t caused so 
much damage!

4 I’d rather we don’t/didn’t leave these hot pans 
unattended.

5 I really wish I would/could bake cakes, but I can’t.

6 Supposing you had had time to prepare, would 
you wear/have worn fancy dress at yesterday’s 
festival?

7 If only so much food doesn’t/didn’t go to waste on 
a daily basis!

8 Why are you acting as though the situation is/was 
completely under control? The house is on fire!

9 I would rather you didn’t make/hadn’t made 
such a fuss. It was a storm in a teacup.

10 Suppose your house was cut off by snow, how 
would you feel/would you have felt?
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5 Mark the nouns in the list as C  (countable) or 
U  (uncountable). Write the plural form of the 
countable nouns.

1  advice  .........................................

2  broccoli  .........................................

3  yoghurt  .........................................

4  rice  .........................................

5  child  .........................................

6  fox  .........................................

7  cream  .........................................

8  beef  .........................................

9  berry  .........................................

10  ostrich  .........................................

6 Choose the correct word.

1 A: Would you like several/some steak?

B: No, thanks. I don’t eat much/many meat.

2 A: Do you need no/any help?

B: Could you put little/a little oil on the salad?

3 A: It seems like anybody/everybody has left.

B: That’s so strange! There were a lot/plenty of 
people in the square a minute ago.

4 A: I’m going to get a jar/bar of honey. Do you need 
anything/nothing?

B: Get me a carton/tube of juice and a packet/
box of crisps.

5 A: There isn’t too much/enough sugar for the 
apple pie.

B: There aren’t some/any apples, either.

6 A: Hundred/Hundreds of people came to the 
celebration.

B: How much/many food did you have to prepare?

A: A lot/A lot of! 

7 A: Is there any/some rice left?

B: No, but there are a bit/lots of potatoes.

8 A: They wanted a small wedding, so they just 
invited few/a few friends.

B: That’s nice. I hope everyone/someone had 
a good time.

9 A: Do you have many/much work to do this 
weekend?

B: No. We don’t have many/much customers in 
summer.

10 A: Both/Neither the biscuits and the sweets are 
gone!

B: And someone’s eaten both/all the cake!

7 Put a tick (✓) or correct the mistake.

1 The news were very depressing.  ...........

2 Measles is a very dangerous disease.  ...........

3 The police is looking for the gold.  ...........  

4 Physics are my favourite subject.  ...........

5 Darts is a bit boring, in my opinion.  ...........

6 Where is the scissors?  ...........

7 25 kilometres is a long way to run.  ...........

8 All her jewellery is kept in a safe.  ...........

8 Fill in a, an or the where necessary.

1)  ............. Rome 
is 2)  ................. 
capital city of 
3)  ............. Italy, 
4) ............. country 
in the south of 
5)  ....................... 
Europe, on the 
coast of 
6) ............. Mediterranean Sea. It is 7) ............. ancient 
city full of old buildings, but 8)  ............. Colosseum, 
which was built by 9)  ............. ancient Romans, is 
probably 10)  ............. most famous. Standing on both 
sides of 11)  ............. River Tiber, 12)  ............. city is 
13)  ............. important tourist destination, with 7-10 
million visitors 14) ............. year. They come to see its 
sights and sample its delicious cuisine.

A

1) ............. Hawaiian Islands are located in 2) ............. middle 
of 3) ............. Pacific Ocean. 4) ............. first European ships to 
definitely land there were commanded by 5)  ............. Captain 
Cook, who in 1778 found 6)  ............. organised society nearly 
1,500 years old. 7) ............. island group that Cook found had 
eight main islands. Its 8) ............. highest point was 9) ............. 
Maunu Kea, a dormant volcano. He wrote about people taking 
part in 10)  ............. activity we now call 11)  ............. surfing 
and noted the name of 12) ............. main island in 13) ............. 
Hawaiian language as Owyhee. Hawaii became 14)  .............
state of 15) ............. USA in 1959. 

B
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Key word transformation

Complete each sentence with two to five words, including the word in bold.

1 The curtains will cost us £50, whichever material we 
choose.  MATTER 
It  .......................................................................................   
we choose, the curtains will cost us £50.

2 The laptop was so old that it wasn’t worth repairing.  
POINT 
The laptop was so old that  .............................................  
 .......................................................................  repairing it.

3 It was unfair that Carl was given such a bad report.  
DESERVE 
Carl  ..................................................................................   
 .................................................  given such a bad report.

4 This packet is completely empty.  LEFT 
There’s  .............................................................................  
 .............................................................................  packet.

5 Alex is not usually late.  LIKE 
It is  ...................................................................................   
 ................................................................................... late.

6 I would prefer it if nobody else knew I’ve applied for 
that job.  WANT 
I don’t  ...............................................................................   
 ................................................... I’ve applied for that job.

7 It was raining so they cancelled the race.  OWING 
The race was cancelled  ..................................................   
 ................................................................... it was raining.

8 The teacher said I could leave early.  PERMISSION 
The teacher  .....................................................................  
 ....................................................................to leave early.

9 Chris doesn’t often get up early on Sundays.  UNUSUAL 
It  .......................................................................................   
 .................................................  get up early on Sundays.

10 You can come with me, but you must be quiet.  LONG 
You can come with me  ...................................................  
 ................................................................................  quiet.

11 A fire led to the building being evacuated.  RESULT 
The building had to  .........................................................  
 ............................................................................  of a fire.

12 The café was practically empty.  HARDLY 
There  ................................................................................   
 ...........................................................................  the café.

13 Jenny was the only one who didn’t go to the concert.  
APART 
Everybody went  ..............................................................  
 ................................................................................ Jenny.

14 Zoe would rather not go to the party tonight.  FEEL 
Zoe  ...................................................................................   
 ......................................................... to the party tonight.

15 We’re going to travel around Europe next summer.  
INTENTION 
We  ....................................................................................   
 .........................  travelling around Europe next summer.

16 Frank’s room is usually tidier than it is today.  AS 
Frank’s room isn’t usually  ...............................................  
 ............................................................................  is today.

17 The team discussed what action to take.  DISCUSSION 
The team  .........................................................................  
 ................................................... action should be taken.

18 Nobody in the class failed the test except for Anna.  
EXCEPTION 
With  ..................................................................................  
 .......................... , everyone in the class passed the test.

19 My cousin was forty when he learned to ride a bicycle.  
AGE 
My cousin learned to ride a bicycle  ...............................  
 .................................................................................  forty.

20 It is a doctor’s responsibility to look after patients.  
RESPONSIBLE 
A doctor  ...........................................................................  
 ...........................................................................  patients.

21 “Whose is this umbrella?” the man asked his friends.  TO 
“Who  ................................................................................  
 ...........................................?” the man asked his friends.

22 It was difficult to persuade Helen to go to the party.  
DIFFICULTY 
I  ........................................................................................  
 .................................................. Helen to go to the party.

23 I don’t see the point in looking in any more shops.  
WORTH 
In my opinion, it  ...............................................................  
 ..............................................................  any more shops.

24 People say swimming is a very good form of exercise.  
SUPPOSED 
Swimming  ........................................................................  
 .........................................  a very good form of exercise.

25 The team didn’t succeed in winning the competition.  TO 
The team didn’t  ...............................................................  
 ..............................................................  the competition.

26 There probably won’t be any more exams this term.  
UNLIKELY 
It  .......................................................................................   
 ........................................ be any more exams this term.

27 I’m sure Max has already left. MUST 
Max  ..................................................................................  
 ............................................................................. by now.

28 I wrote down the address on a piece of paper.  NOTE 
I  ........................................................................................  
the address on a piece of paper.

29 Jim last contacted me two months ago.  HEARD 
I  ........................................................................................  
Jim for two months.

30 There are not many seats left on that flight.  ONLY 
There are  .........................................................................  
 .................................................... seats left on that flight.
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Verbs, nouns, adjectives with prepositions

3 Fill in the gaps with at, in or on where necessary.

1 A: I’ve got a dentist’s appointment ............ Friday.

B: Oh, I went to the  dentist ............ last week.

2 A: What time is your interview?

B: It’s ............ ten o’clock ............ the morning.

3 A: I’m going on holiday ............ July.

B: Me too. I always go on holiday ............ the 
summer.

4 A: I’m having a party ............ Saturday night.

B: Really? Can I come?

5 A: Are you having a piano lesson ............ this 
week?

B: Yes. My teacher is coming ............ Thursday.

6 A: When did you start working here?

B: ............ 2010, when I left university.

7 A: Jane bought a new car ............ yesterday.

B: Oh. What’s it like?

8 A: Is Grandma coming to visit us ............ New Year’s 
Day?

B: Yes. She’ll be here ............ lunchtime.

9 A: Uncle Tom, when were you born?

B: I was born ............ 7th June, 1975.

10 A: Shall we meet ............ seven o’clock ............ 
tomorrow?

B: Oh, I can’t. I have a meeting ............ that time.

11 A: When was the bicycle invented?

B: It was invented ............ the nineteenth century.

12 A: They are moving house ............ November.

B: I know. They told me ............ last week.

13 A: Do you start work ............ nine o’clock?

B: Oh, no. I never work ............ the mornings.

14 A: Shall we go out ............ this evening?

B: Yes. I’d love to go out ............ tonight.

15 A: When does the train to Birmingham leave?

B: It leaves ............ a quarter past eight.

16 A: There are some keys ............ the table. Are they 
yours?

B: No, I’ve got mine in my pocket.

Verbs, nouns, adjectives with 
prepositions

4 Underline the correct preposition.

1 The sign on the gate said “Beware from/of the dog”.

2 She blamed the weather on/for ruining the holiday.

3 The advantage of/in having a car is that you can go 
wherever you like.

4 I am angry with/about Jack for making such a mess.

5 Alan is very bad to/at Maths. He finds it very difficult.

6 My sister believes in/on fairies.

7 He was ashamed of/about his bad behaviour, so he 
apologised.

8 The policeman accused the man of/about stealing 
the money.

9 The train arrived in/at London half an hour early.

10 I apologised to her for/of breaking her vase.

11 Peter is bored with/from his job. He wants to find a 
new one.

12 Mike was unaware of/about the people watching 
him.

5 Fill in the gaps with the correct preposition.

1 I’ve lost contact ................. most of my old school 
friends.

2 Sam was complaining ................. having a stomach 
ache this morning.

3 Mobile phones allow you to communicate ................ 
people wherever you are.

4 The shops were crowded ................. people doing 
their shopping.

5 The children were so noisy that I couldn’t 
concentrate ................. my work.

6 Scientists are trying to find a cure ................. cancer.

7 Babies are not capable ................. looking after 
themselves.

8 This sauce consists ................. tomatoes and herbs.

9 I take care ................. my neighbour’s cat when she 
is on holiday.

10 Contrary ................. what the papers say, the Mayor  
will not retire.

11 We congratulated Sarah ................. passing her 
driving test.

12 The police are questioning a man in connection 
................. the robbery.
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