TIMESAVER WRITING ACTIVITIES

contents

Page Title Language Level
E-mails
6 Arranging to go out Making arrangements: where and when to meet *
8 Saying what you think Giving an opinion about a radio show *
10 Apologies and excuses Apologising for missing birthday etc. ok
and giving reasons
12 Change your mind! Persuading someone to go somewhere * ok
Messages
14 I'm late. Wait for me! Times; explaining a delay *
16 E-cards Greetings in cards; signing off *
18 Text messages Mobile phone messages and abbreviations; ook
matching sound and written language
20 Excuse notes Excuses for absence from school; past simple Yok
Postcards
22 Hello from different places Present perfect; what you've done so far *
on holiday
24 From a good hotel? Adjectives; describing a holiday *
(hotel, weather, etc.)
26 From a festival Present perfect; a visit to the Edinburgh festival *k
28 The outdoor activities centre Past simple; outdoor activities *
30 Famous people write home Present perfect and past simple; postcards ok k
from holidays
Online writing
32 A chat room Introducing yourself, including | love/hate/etc. + -ing *
34 Design a website Giving information about yourself: family, pets, *
interests, home, school
36 Giving your opinion Expressing opinions about controversial topics ook
38 A celebrity chats online Asking a famous person questions about interests, * ok
family, work
40 A film review Opinions about films, including film types; adjectives * ok
42 Can you help? Problem page; giving advise, should Yok
44 Review a website Expressing opinions about a website; adjectives Yok
and qualifying adverbs

TIMESAVER WRITING ACTIVITIES © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC, INC. D




TIMESAVER WRITING ACTIVITIES

Page Title Language Level
Instructions
46 Sightseeing in London Giving directions; imperatives *
48 Delicious recipes to try Recipes: apple crumble and shepherd’s pie; ok
imperatives
50 The Internet for ‘Silver Surfers’ How to use the Internet; imperatives Yook
Diary entries
52 Fun at Alton Towers Narrative: a visit to a theme park; past simple *
54 Work experience Describing work experience, giving reasons; ok
past simple
56 All about a date Narrative: two differing views on a date; past simple| %%
58 Thanks for the present! Opinions of and reaction to presents; adjectives; Jokok
will future
Letters
60 From another country Everyday life in Britain; present simple *
62 Dear Sir/Madam Writing a formal letter: applying for a place on a 2.8
summer school
64 Wish you were here! Holiday activities; past simple; time phrases * ok
66 I'm sorry, | disagree! Putting forward an argument on controversial ok k
topics
68 It was really brilliant! Describing a geography field trip; verbs with to * Ak
+ infinitive; qualifying adverbs; time phrases
Reporting
70 A royal visit The Queen visits Canterbury; conjunctions, ok
before/after + -ing
72 A football match A World Cup match; past simple; using 1.8 8
striking language
74 My hero Saying who you admire and why; pronouns Yok
Imaginative writing
76 Pictures and poems English sayings and poems; vocabulary; rhyming words *
78 A new soap Inventing characters and plot: descriptions, *
adjectives, narrative present
80 Famous for a day Picture story: a girl sings with her favourite group; ok
direct speech
82 Publicity Writing an advert for a mobile phone; ok
a competition tie-breaker
84 Telling a story Creative writing: narrative Yk ok
86 In the year 2050 Predicting what the future will be like; will/lwon't be | A%
able to, will/won't have to
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Postcards: From a good hotel?

Look at the picture. Sam is on holiday and she is staying at this hotel. She has written a
postcard to her friend but she doesn’t want to tell him how awful the hotel is! Read her
postcard, cross out the wrong words and write the correct information.

\ ‘ Ews t—p.1 “4'.»'
..741'70 720 u"ll
st |
e 'l
4 2ok, (| I"

terriple
17l 1rom a  weomdesad hotel! Theres

0ts r0 do here. The swimming pool is
enormous and the beach is near e

notel. The hotel is very clean and the
1004 is qelicious. 1t ot and sunny, and Use words from this box.

You won’t need all of them!

ice creams are really cheap! | wish you
a long way from  awful

were here! comfottable dirty
expensive  nothing

raining strong terrible
Best wishes, tiny  wonderful

G

Sam
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@ Cross out the adjectives which cannot complete the sentences.

expensive

terrible modern

The weather

reat
g IS ....

Our hotel is ... .

dry

big

modern

enormous strong

sunny grey

expensive

boring noisy

delicious

cold [talian friendly

The people
here are ... .

cheap

The food is ... .

empty

round interesting  awful

cheap

Now it’s your turn. Look at the prompts and write two postcards.
You can use any suitable adjectives.

1 1/ on holiday / »
Our ’!I:l;.?_ X 7 on Wolitay 17 Sy
And -/ _ every day
AN

2 We / on holiday /

T ‘?
s inthis JUNeEbL X
Ci.\ X
™

OO

P NP v G 4

See you soon!
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Messages: Excuse notes

Five pupils were absent from school yesterday. Complete their excuse notes
with the right verb. Use the past simple. (There is one extra verb.)

1

Jason was absent 2 ¢ Jenny was oft school
yesterday because esterday because she
he ....Wel.... to y y A
his aunt’'s wedding. ? """""""" the
v school bus.
be break S
3
| am sorry that Euan bugave fa”l oso — E
was not at school. He s ,, -
- 4
--------------- ill. | am sorry that Dominic {
| was absent yesterday. ‘
o ) 'He e, dlarrhoea
‘ Rebecca was off i ;
\ | because she ............. Q S J
vand ............... her arm. |
Johnny was absent every day last week! What were his excuses?
Follow the letters and find the sentences.
e 2 &
[ L HSH--A >lH|T[S|F »1HIE|L]|O
D|E|R{E M “|lH|T]|O s{y|s]|1
|<Fb 9 Hphu|R|O|T | E{K[H|T
15 hamster died,

p{H[E[H A

15 AI L1 [R[F]A

ololT1h s|FlrR|{O[M
UDEVIRI

-------------------------------------------------------------- NCLEARI
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@ Look at the pictures and complete the Absence Record.

~

£ e

pt ‘'l
SHTT A %’\
*_(f,/}

fy N LinT
L ;;‘I"". » -
- (S
.\l_‘ ;".1"“._’ 'V__).-'/
e AL AN
(5 Radlil

( Richard Short ) ( Kylie Preston )

Absence Record

St John’s High School
Pupil Reason for absence
Alice Smith
Dean Armstrong
Richard Short
Kyle Preston

You didn’t go to school last week — you went to the park!

. , Yo
Invent two excuses and write your mum or dad’s name! our excuses

can be Sensible or
funny.

| I AT ACiPICACAYAN i S AT TATATANA LS
| ST ACiPICAVATAN NI C S AT TATATASA L WA
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