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Sea Turtles
The Loggerhead Turtle

An Important Journey

Mew Lives
-
Survival Instinct
-
'h- 1 Life in the Ocean

Turtles under Threat
A New Life Begins

Activities:

Turtle Species:
Myths & Legends:
Reading in Context:

Amazing Facts:



ISea Turtles

ea turtles are one of Earth’s most ancient creatures, They are

maring repliles which are found throughout most of the world's
warm and temperate oceans. Some turtles travel belween oceans,
while others are only found in specific places.
Sea turtles” shells are perfectly designed for gliding through the sea.
Unlike other turlles, sea turtles can’t pull their head and legs back inlo
their shell. Their colour varies from species to species, but they are
most ofien yellow, green or black.

Prahistoric sea turtle
at the Museum
of Natural History NYC #




here are currently seven species of sea
turtles living in our seas, including the
Flatback sea turtle, Green sea turtle,
Hawksbill sea turtle, Kemp's Ridley sea turtle,
Leatherback turtle, Loggerhead turtle and the
Olive Ridley sea turtle. From reading the list
you might think that there are a lot of turtles in
our seas, but unfortunately all seven specles
are endangered, and some are critically
endangered species.
Turtles face many threats to their survival from
the moment they are born. After they hatch and
as they make their way to the sea they are at
rizk from foxes, raccoons and seagulls. Even as
adults, they are hunted by sharks, seals and
whales in the sea. But probably their biggest
threat of all is man. With so many predators to
watch out for, it i5 no surprise that the turtle
population is getting smaller.
We must work hard to try to conserve sea turtles.
Not only are they beautitul and anclent creatures,
but their survival helps maintain ecosystems in
the ocean and on the coast,

Green Turtle: named for the
greenish color of its skin
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Hawksbill sea turtle: named =Lt

for its narrow head and

hawk-like beak
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T he loggerhead sea
{urtle, also known a5
caretia careftd, ia
pmhnbhl the most well -
known species of sea
jurtle. They get thelr name
for thelr large head.
Loggathead jurtles first
appeared argund forty
millien years 280 and
belong to the ancient
furtle guperfamily called
Cheloniidae. Luggnrhead
turties are e world's
largest hard-shelled
turtle. The \argest one on
racord weighed a masshve

545 kilos!



