


Out of the Swamp, Into the Sea
All Creatures Great and Small
A Fight for Survival
Natural-born Killers

Hear Me, See Me, Fear Me!

A Disappearing Act

A Success Story
Saltie or Freshie?

Two Aboriginal Myths:
The Ginga

The Legend of Minnawee

Activities:




Early reptiles adapted to
lite en land by developing dry scaly
skin to prevent their bodies from drying oul.
Like their ancesiors, repliles are cold-blocded
and rely on the sun to warm their bodies, so they
cannol survive in a cold place like Antarctica,
However, they do have an advantage ovar
mammals. Their bodily proce . or melabolism,
can work with less food, water, or crgen. For this
reason, repliles can live in inhospilatde places
like desarts and aqualic repliles can stay
undenvater for a bong lime
withaut air




Most replies ane camnomus, which means they
aal other animals. However, reptiles eal less than
warm-bioaded animals, because they do not hae
to use energy keeping their bodies at the right
temnperalure. In order o consane energy, most
repliles do not chasa their prey, bal “sit and wait®
to calch il For this reason, they ane often highby-
camouflaged, and their bodies are low 1o the
ground. This is where the word “teplile™ comes
frony: the Latin word for “cramling:

There are four main groups of repliles, called
orders, These arg the lzards and snakes, the
luatara, the turtles and the crecodiians.
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Lizards and snakes
Lizards and snakes are by far the
biggest qroup of raptiles, with

9,000 species. They are alse fhe
most varned in terms of body size and
shape, Lizards range in size from the tiny
dwarf gecko at less than an inch long, to the mighty
komade dragon at 10 feet. Some lizards have tails that break off, to help
them escape from predators. Gthers, like chameleons, can change color
e blend in with the background and avoixd being seen,

Snakes are lizards that, throwgh evolution, have lost their legs. Some

snakes have a venomous bite, and heal-sensing organs to detect and

caplure their warm-blooded prey in the dark. They. too. come in all
sizes, Irom the Barbados Threadanake at only 4 inches, to the giant Green
Anaconda thal grows 1o maore than 22 feat in length.




