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New Lands,
Cultures

Hemo sapiens —modern humans —appeared in Africa 200,000 years ago. From
that eradle of humanity, they migrated around the world. Traveling through what
is now Egypl's Nile Valley, they arrived in Asia abouwl 100,000 years ago. They
gpread out along the coast of Southeast Asia and remained there for many years,
About 50,000 years ago, they took the next step. They left their Southeast Asian
home and crossed a shorl waterway 1o a new land =a place we now call Australia.

These people were the first Aboriginal Australiang, and there are still groups of
these people living in Australia to this day. In fact, the Aboriginal Australians form

ane of the world's oldest living cultures, The ancestors of medern Europeans did

not arrive in Europe until 40,000 years ago. Morth America had no Homo sapiens
until 15,000 years ago.

Sometimes people use the word ‘aborigine’ to refer to indigenous people of
any geographic area. In Augiralia, people call them “Australian Aborigines’
‘Aboriginal Australians,” ‘Aboriginal people,” or ‘indigenous Australians’. The
Aboriginal people live in all parts of the country and on nearby islands.
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MIGRATION OF HOMO SAPIENS

J J Migration to
! MNew World
about 20,000
YEArs ago
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B Sprvad throigh Africa 150,000 years age

Circupicd Levani 150000 fo 80,8060 ycars agn
| Murrived in Awsiralin and East Asia by 20,000 vears azo
. BB wrrived in Europe amd Siberin by S0000 years ngo

Some people used the word
‘Aboriginals’ 1o reler to Aboariginal
Ausiraliane, Using jusf that word is now
considered offensive.






