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lants adapt 1o ervircnments in many ways. These adaptations make cerain

plants unique and contribule to the varely of species in the plant Kingdom,
Many plants grow in areas where the soil does not provide enough nutrients. This
lorces them to find ofher ways of getling food. One very strange solution to this
preblem has led to carnivorcus plants - plants thal eat animals! Interestingly,
differant fypes of these plants usa different metheds to cateh their pray. Examplas
of carnivorous plants include Venus fiyiraps, pitcher plants, sundews, buttensorts
and baddersons.
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The Venus fiytrap is native only 1o the coastal phlns’oj‘ Morth
and South Carofina in the United States. it grows between
swamplands, pines, and grasses. Vanus fiytraps go through
photosynihesis like most other plants, During phoetesynhesis,
plants use the eramgy of the sun to change carbon dicdde ino
sugar and cegpgen, Plants use this sugar for enengy.
But plans nead more than just sugar 1o grow. They need
nutrignts like nitregen, phosphorus, and calcium, This
is a l:lag roblem for plants that grow in the area
becauselne soil s extremely low in these
nutrignts, Indeed, most plants simply do not
survive there. There are, howewver, 015 of insects in
the swampland area and insects are full of nutrients.
The Venus fiytrap has evolved an interesting way to take
advantage of this fact. In arder to grow in this envirenment,
Venus fiylraps developed the ability to digest insects. The
insects provide the plant with the missing nutrients, These
plants do not just survive in this environment = they grow and
blossom,
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