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The Earth’s
Oceans

bout T0%% of the Earth’s surface is covered in water.

More than 97% of this water is found in the Earth's
o¢eans and seas. The water in the oceans and seas is
saltwater. Some scientists believe that life on Earth
began in the sea, and all living creatures on Earth today
evolved from sea creatures.

The oceans affect the weather and the temperature on
Earth. They absorb the heat of the sun and move it
around the planet. The ocean is always moving. It heats
the land and air in the winter and cools it in the summer.
Without the oceans, no life on Earth would survive.

The Earth's oceans and seas are all connected. There are
five oceans and many smaller seas. The five oceans are
the Pacific, the Atlantic, the Indian, the Southern and the
Arctic Ocean, The largest seas are the Philippine Sea, the
Coral Sea, the Arabian Sea, the South China Sea, the
Caribbean Sea and the Mediterranean Sea.

During
winter, the Arctle
Dcean is almost

completely coverad
in sea ice.
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Ocean

Zones

Scientisis have studied the ccean for many years,
and have divided it into five different zones, or
layars, Each of the five 2ones receives a differsnt
amaunt of sunlight, from the lightest zone, near 3
the surface of the ocean, 1o the darkest zone, al i
the very bottom of the ccean. Different
creatures live al different depths in the

ecean, The deeper zones are home 1o

somo very strange bl amazing

crealures.



